
CASA 
LIBRE CARECEN 

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden 
President of the United States 
The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20500 

The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas 
Secretary of Homeland Security 
Department of Homeland Security 
2707 Martin Luther King Jr Ave SE 
Washington, DC 20528-0525 

CHIRLA 

• 
March 8, 2022 

The Honorable Kamala Harris 

Vice President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W 
Washington, DC 20500 

Ms. Ur Mendoza Jaddou 
Director 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
5900 Capital Gateway Drive 
Camp Springs, Maryland 20588 

Dear President Biden, Vice President Harris, Secretary Mayorkas, and Director Jaddou, 

Several abused, neglected, and abandoned immigrant youth with pending petitions for Special 
Immigrant Juvenile (SIJ) Status visas and non-profit legal services organizations have filed a 
class action lawsuit in federal court in Los Angeles (Casa Libre v. Mayorkas) against your 
administration seeking work permits for all SIJ petitioners with approvable cases. Virtually every 
filed case is in fact approvable because before they can file a SIJ visa petition, these juveniles 

must obtain state court orders confirming they have in fact been abused, neglected, or 
abandoned. Without work permits these immigrant youth are forced to work for unscrupulous 
employers uniformly violating federal employer sanctions and labor laws, and often go cold, 
hungry and homeless for several years while their visa petitions are pending. 

We are aware that on Monday, March 7, USCIS issued a new Policy Alert that revised the 
guidelines for SIJ petitioners seeking work permits. Under the new guidelines, USCIS will on a 
"case-by-case basis" determine whether applicants with approved SIJ visa petitions "warrant[ ] a 

favorable exercise of discretion," and if so, will only then allow them to apply for work permits. 
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This is a small step in the right direction. However, in the lawsuit filed on March 7, the plaintiffs 
request (1) that SIJ visas applications be decided within six months as required by federal law, an 
issue not addressed in USCIS's new Policy Alert, and (2) that work permits be issued promptly to 
all approvable SIJ applicants, not on a "case-by-case" basis, in USCIS's "discretion," only for 
those with already approved petitions. 

It is unclear how long USCIS will take to decide "whether the noncitizen with [ approved] SIJ 
classification warrant[ ] a favorable exercise of discretion." If this takes about a year, SIJ 
applicants may still face a two to three year wait to get work permits. It often takes USCIS about 
a year to adjudicate SU applications. It may take several months longer to assess whether the 
applicant "warrants a favorable exercise of discretion," and another year or longer to adjudicate a 
work permit application. SU applicants may therefore wait for two to three years to obtain work 
permits. The recently filed lawsuit seeks prompt work permits for all SU applicants with 
approvable petitions, not just those with "approved" petitions. 

The Immigration Act of 1990 notably created a humanitarian immigrant classification known as 
Special Immigrant Juvenile Status.1 Most of these youth experienced abuse, neglect, or 
abandonment in their home countries, and many entered the US as unaccompanied minors. 
Clear-eyed about this vulnerable population's acute need for stability and permanent sanctuary, 
Congress granted these children and youth a straightforward path to legalization of status. 

Unlike with SIJ applicants, USCIS allows a host of other visa category applicants to apply for or 
obtain employment authorization when or shortly after submitting their visa applications.2 

We urge the administration to promptly meet with the plaintiffs and their legal representatives to 
address settling the legal claims in a way that is operationally feasible, humane, and efficient. 
Doing so would be fully consistent with Congress's desire to protect these victims of trauma and 
relieve them of the extreme and unusual hardships they face trying to survive for years without 
work permits while their visa petitions are pending. 

Please direct your response to plaintiffs' counsel Peter Schey at pschey@centerforhumanrights.org. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Respectfully, 

1 See The Immigration Act of 1990, P.L. 101-649, §153(a)(3) at 28; 8 U.S.C. l 101(a)(27)(J). 
2 See, e.g. , 8 CFR § 214.11 ( e) (T visa work permits); Memorandum from Stuart Anderson, Executive Associate 
Commissioner, Office of Policy and Planning, INS, Deferred Action for Aliens with Bona Fide Applications for T 
Nonimmigrant Status (May 8, 2002) (T visa work permits); USCIS, Policy Alert (June 14, 2021), 
https:/ /www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/policy-rnanual-updates/20210614-VictimsOfCrirnes.pdf (U visa 
work permits). 
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Peter Schey. Esq. 
Daniel Bral. Esq. 
Center for Human Rights and 
Constitutional Law 
Los Angeles, CA 

Maritza Agundez, Esq. 
Deputy Director of Legal 
Affairs 
Coalition for Humane 
Immigrant Rights 
(CHIRLA)* 
Los Angeles, CA 

Carl Bergquist, Esq. 
General Counsel 
Coalition for Humane 
Immigrant Rights (CHIRLA) 
Los Angeles, CA 

Genevieve Augustin, Esq. 
Legal Director 
CARECEN-DC 
Washington, DC 

Jennifer Gutierrez 
Interim Executive Director 
Clergy and Laity United for 
Economic Justice 
Los Angeles, CA 

Adriana Moreno Nevarez 
Attorney 
Bet Tzedek Legal Services* 
Los Angeles, CA 
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Camila Alvarez, Esq. Stephany Arzaga. Esq. 
Ruth N. Calvillo, Esq. Cynthia Henning. Esq. 
Lilet Melkonyan, Esq. Claudia Quintana. Esq. 
Central American Legal Services for Children 
Resource Center - San Francisco, CA 
CARECEN-LA 
Los Angeles, CA 

Stephen Rosenbaum, Esq. Silvia Aguirre, Esq. 
Marcos Pacheco, Esq. Alex Holguin, Esq. 
La Raza Centro Legal, Inc. Board of Directors 
San Francisco, CA El Rescate 

Los Angeles, CA 

Cristel Martinez, Esq. Jim Tom Haynes, Esq. 
Law Offices of Martinez, Haynes Novick 
Nguyen & Magana Immigration 
Industry, CA Washington, DC 

Fausto Falzone, Esq. Martha Arevalo 
El Rescate Executive Director 
Los Angeles, CA CARECEN-LA 

Los Angeles, CA 

Guillermo Torres Amanda Alvarado Ford 
Director of Programming Executive Director 
Clergy and Laity United La Raza Centro Legal, San 
for Economic Justice Francisco 
Los Angeles, CA San Francisco, CA 

Erin Barbato E .. A. Soracco 
Professor Senior Appellate Legal 
University of Wisconsin Analyst 
Law School* NIAP Inc* 
Madison, WI Westlake Village, CA 
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Maggie Montgomery 
Project Coordinator 
Federal Contractor 
Washington, DC 

Carrick Brooke-Davidson 
Henrico, VA 

Tania Valdez 
University of Denver Sturm 
College of Law* 
Visiting Assistant Professor 
Denver, CO 

Carol Davis 
Brattleboro, VT 

Emma Rice 
Intakes, Partnerships, and 
Social Services Manager 
New Mexico Immigrant Law 
Center* 
Albuquerque, NM 

Tara Allgood 
Attorney 
Allgood Legal and Fiduciary 
Services 
Boulder, CO 

Martin A. Geer 
Tesuque, NM 

George Jones 
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Deanna Salazar 
Catholic Charities East 
Bay* 
Richmond, CA 

Pamela Bush 
Attorney 
Reseda, CA 

Linda Kay Wilson 
Attorney 
New Mexico Immigrant 
Law Center* 
Albuquerque, NM 

Rosalinda Taymor, MD 
Palo Alto, CA 

Sarah Steadman 
Associate Professor of Law 
University of New Mexico 
School of Law* 
Albuquerque, NM 

Alondra Reyes 
New Mexico Immigrant 
Law Center* 
Albuquerque, NM 

Toni Larson 
Salem, OR 

KC Porter 
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Amy Kennemore, PhD 
University of California* 
San Diego, CA 

Barbara Backman 
Attorney 
Vancouver, WA 

Jane M. Spinak 
Edward Ross Aranow 
Clinical Professor of Law 
Columbia Law School* 
NewYork,NY 

Cecilia Reyes 
Rio Vista, CA 

Anjelica Mantikas 
Attorney 
Make the Road New 
Jersey* 
Elizabeth, NJ 

Kimberly Leaverton 
Attorney 
Stephenville, TX 

Irene F. Rice 
Berkeley, CA 

Haleh Mansouri 



Attorney 
Law Office of George B. 
Jones* 
Lamoni, IA 

Donna Bailey 
State Senator 
Maine State Legislature* 
Saco, ME 

Marina Sanchez 
Clinical Supervisor 
Santa Ana, CA 

Meghan Taylor 
Executive Director 
Interfaith Refugee and 
Immigration Service 
Los Angeles, CA 

Gracie Beatriz Aguilar-
Larson 
Salem, OR 

Judith Goldstein 
DOJ Accredited 
Representative 
Catholic Charities of Santa 
Clara County* 
Gilroy, CA 

Amelia Ramer 
Attorney 
Law Offices of Amelia L. 
Ramer* 
Reston, VA 
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CEO Attorney 
W orldBeat Productions Law Offices ofHaleh 
Los Angeles, CA Mansouri 

Santa Monica, CA 

Ari Honarvar Mary Neal 
VP of Gente Unida Human Attorney 
Rights Border Coalition* Law Office of Mary K. 
San Diego, CA Neal* 

Chicago, IL 

Zully Rivera Olivia Richman, M.D. 
Psychologist Reading, PA 
Gainesville, FL 

Linette Tobin Jeri Shepherd 
Attorney Attorney 
Law Office of Linette Jeri D. Shepherd, Attorney 
Tobin at Law* 
San Diego, CA Greeley, CO 

F. Evan Benz Michael Ramos 
Attorney Executive Director 
The Law Office of Derrick Church Council of Greater 
J. Hensley Seattle 
Hillsborough, NC Seattle, WA 

Ashley Hamill Judith A. Jarashow 
Director, Farmworker & Attorney 
Immigration Rights Clinic Judith A. Jarashow, 
Florida State University Attorney at Law* 
College of Law* Waban,MA 
Tallahassee, FL 

Dr. Beth F. Baker Lizeth Garcia 
California State University, Legal Advocate 
Los Angeles* Northwest Immigrant 
Los Angeles, CA Rights Project* 

Seattle, WA 
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Kelly Vomacka 
Attorney 
Law Office of Kelly 
Vomacka 
Seattle, WA 

Melina Torres 
Program Coordinator 
Legal Aid Society of San 
Mateo County 
Redwood City, CA 

Jillian Primicias 
Program Manager 
Human Rights Law* 
Sacramento, CA 

Kathleen M. Weber 
Attorney 
Law Office of Kathleen M. 
Weber* 
Seattle, WA 

Gabriel Arellano 
Directing Attorney for Legal 
Representation 
Esperanza Immigrant Rights 
Project 
Los Angeles, CA 

MajedDakak 
Kesselman Brantly 
Stockinger* 
Huntington Beach, CA 

Patrick Bennett Weill 
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Alexis Rufi Angela Ferguson Allard 
Americorps Volunteer Partner 
Northwest Immigrant Austin & Ferguson 
Rights Project* Kansas City, MO 
Seattle, WA 

Alex Romero Stefania Ramos Birch 
Attorney Attorney 
Northwest Immigrant Ramos Immigration* 
Rights Project* Lynnwood, WA 
Seattle, WA 

Hayley Sandoval Sofia Calvo Castillo 
Legal Assistant The Scheer Immigration 
Washington, DC Law Group* 

Summit, NJ 

Russell Jauregui Olivia Saldana Schulman 
Attorney Staff Attorney 
San Bernardino Northwest Immigrant 
Community Service Center Rights Project* 
San Bernardino, CA Seattle, WA 

Lydia Sinkus Armando Vazquez-Ramos 
Immigration Removal President & CEO 
Defense Attorney California-Mexico Studies 
Jewish Family & Center 
Community Services East Long Beach, CA 
Bay* 
Concord, CA 

Stacy Kowalski Jeff Brand 
Attorney Psychologist 
Northwest Immigrant Boston, MA 
Rights Project* 
Tacoma, WA 

Laurel Thayer Miosotti Tenecora 
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Director Immigration Attorney Attorney 
Weill & Associates* Immigrant Family Defense Community Legal Services 
Carmichael, CA Fund* in East Palo Alto 

Oakland, CA East Palo Alto, CA 

Douglas Smith Melissa M. Lopez Kathleen O'Gonnan 
Legal and Education Executive Director Professor Emerita 
Programs Director Diocesan Migrant & Illinois Wesleyan 
The Right to Immigration Refugee Services University* 
Institute El Paso, TX Pasadena, CA 
Waltham, MA 

Timothy Leone-Getten L. Diaz Adela Carrasco 
Saint Paul, MN San Francisco, CA Attorney 

Antelope, CA 

Odile J. Legeay Michelle Lurie Lauren Schusterman 
Translator Pediatric Neuropsychology Immigrant Justice Corps 
Legeay Language Services Services* Fellow 
Houston, TX Dallas, TX Make the Road New 

Jersey* 
Brooklyn, NY 

Karen Hoffmann Ariel Rosen Jorge Eduardo Ramirez 
Attorney Attorney Trejo 
SyrenaLaw* Make the Road New Attorney 
Philadelphia, PA Jersey* NYLAG* 

NewYork,NY Astoria 

Ellen L. Nelson Margaret Cammer Joan Kulp 
Fairhaven, MA Brooklyn, NY SCMC* 

Stephens City, VA 

Elliot Edeburn Lauren Herman Stefany Bencomo 
Legal Assistant Legal Director Legal Assistant 
New Mexico Immigrant Law Make the Road New NMILC* 
Center* Jersey* Albuquerque, NM 
Albuquerque, NM Waldwich, NJ 

Gladys Todd Dianne Post Kristina McKibben 
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Clinical Psychologist 
NewYork, NY 

Bonita S. Gutierrez 
Attorney 
Open Immigration Legal 
Services 
Oakland, CA 

Adriana Calderon 
Immigration Attorney 
Community Legal Services 
in East Palo Alto* 
Redwood City, CA 

Ruben G. Rumbaut 
Distinguished Professor of 
Sociology 
University of California, 
Irvine* 
Irvine, CA 

Jennifer Home 
Attorney 
Legal Aid Society of San 
Mateo County 
Redwood City, CA 

Courtney McCausland 
Immigration Attorney 
Catholic Charities of East 
Bay* 
Richmond, CA 

Carolyn A. Nadeau 
Professor 
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Attorney 
Phoenix, AZ 

Jennifer 
Case Manager 
Make the Road NJ* 
Elizabeth, NJ 

Camila Maturana 
Attorney 
NWIRP* 
Tacoma, WA 

Jordan Ganley 
Legal Assistant 
New Mexico Immigrant 
Law Center* 
Albuquerque,NM 

Nathaniel Eli Hastings 
LMFT 
Changing Stories 
Counseling 
Seattle, WA 

Virginia Cole 
Senior Office Manager 
Northwest Immigrant 
Rights Project* 
Tacoma, WA 

Patricia Depew 
Attorney 
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Executive Director 
Community Justice 
Alliance 
Sacramento, CA 

Mary Elizabeth Sheehan 
Attorney 
Schwartz & Sheehan* 
Renton, WA 

Monica Newcomer Miller 
Supervising Attorney 
New Mexico Immigrant 
Law Center* 
Albuquerque, NM 

Lesly Avila 
Attorney 
NW Immigrant Rights 
Project* 
Tacoma, WA 

Meher Dhaliwal 
Civil Rights Program 
Manager 
Equal Justice Society 
Oakland, CA 

Rosemary Jane Esparza 
Attorney 
Law Offices of Rosemary J, 
Esparza 
Venice, CA 

Elizabeth McMeekin 
English/Spanish Interpreter 



Illinois Wesleyan 
University* 
Bloomington, IL 

Grace Zhang 
Paralegal 
New York Legal Assistance 
Group* 
NewYork, NY 

Rebecca W olozin 
Attorney 
Legal Aid Justice Center 
Richmond, VA 

Angela Marie Moe 
Certified Child Life 
Specialist and Mental Health 
Counselor 
Hudsonville, MI 

Hiroko Goto 
Ann Arbor, Ml 

Gabriel Medina 
Executive Director 
La Raza Community 
Resource Center 
San Francisco, CA 

Matthew Davison 
San Pedro, CA 

Julie Braker 
Attorney 

SU EAD Letter to Biden administration 
March 8, 2022 

Depew Law Group* 
Pasadena, CA 

Eleanor Emery, M.D. 
Cambridge Health 
Alliance* 
Cambridge, MA 

Lisa Herrera 
Attorney 
Northwest Immigrant 
Rights Project* 
Seattle, WA 

Kelsey Wilcox 
Immigration Law and 
Policy Clinic Student 
Attorney 
University of Denver Law* 
Denver, CO 

Karina Perez-Gonzalez 
Tacoma, WA 

Tanya Cortes-Gonzalez 
Teacher Assistant 
Seattle Amistad School* 
Seattle, WA 

Emily Clarkson 
Davis, CA 

Matthew Weisner 
Directing Attorney 
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Takoma Park, MD 

Margaretta Lin 
Executive Director 
Just Cities Institute 
Berkeley, CA 

Maria Jose Cordero 
DOJ Accredited 
Representative 
Northwest Immigrant 
Rights Projects* 
Tacoma, WA 

Sara Green 
Therapist 
Thrive Psychology* 
Brooklyn, NY 

Claire Larson 
Portland, OR 

Antonio Diaz 
Organizational Director 
PODER 
San Francisco, CA 

Dr. Paul S. Stevenson 
Nottingham, England 

Andrew Cain 
Directing Attorney 



NWIRP 
Tacoma, WA 

Daniel Martinez 
Law Fellow 
Law Office of Helen 
Lawence 
Oakland, CA 

Sonia Ramirez 
Pathways Navigator 
New Mexico Immigrant Law 
Center* 
Albuquerque, NM 

Jacqueline Portillo 
PA.MF* 
San Jose, CA 

Tamar Alvarenga Melgar 
DOJ Accredited 
Representative 
Catholic Charities of 
Houston* 
Houston, TX 

Stephanie Christine Elder 
Attorney 
Immigration Institute of the 
Bay Area* 
Los Gatos, CA 

Liliana Iglesias 
Program Director, 
Undocumented Student 
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Community Action Board 
of Santa Cruz County 
Watsonville, CA 

Sophia Leticia Gregg 
Senior Attorney 
Legal Aid Justice Center* 
Charlottesville, VA 

Anthony Zhinin 
Law Office of Nita 
Kundanmal* 
Hackensack, NJ 

Shelli Katz 
Hastings, CA 

Amanda Ng 
Attorney 
Northwest Immigrant 
Rights Project* 
Tacoma, WA 

Alex Askerov 
Attorney 
NWIRP* 
Seattle, WA 

Mary Jane Hunter 
Founder 
Give for Her Charity 

- 10 -

Law Foundation of Silicon 
Valley 
San Jose, CA 

Tanhya Cardenas 
DOJ Accredited 
Representative 
Legal Services for 
Children* 
Vacaville, CA 

Rev. Robert James Balfour 
Associate Pastor 
Grace Northridge Church* 
San Antonio, TX 

Mary Dudzik, M.D. 
Mainehealth* 
Bar Harbor, ME 

Claudia Abasto Revilla 
Founder and Executive 
Director 
Latin Advocacy Network 
Salinas, CA 

Michael A. Olivas 
Bates Distinguished Chair 
in Law 
University of Houston Law 
Center* 
Santa Fe, NM 

David Ewing 
Attorney 
Law Office of David Ewing 



Program at University of 
California, Berkeley 
Berkeley, CA 

Ron Gutierrez 
Interim Executive Director 
Legal Services for Children* 
San Francisco, CA 

Celeste Gomez 
Legal Assistant 
Center for Human Rights and 
Constitutional Law 
Los Angeles, CA 

Nora Gharnari 
Hearing Representative 
San Dimas, CA 

Andrea Lino 
Supervising Attorney 
Northwest Immigrant Rights 
Project* 
Seattle, WA 

Ron Tasoff 
Attorney 
Los Angeles, CA 

Carolyn O'Connor 
Uncage and Reunite Families 
Coalition 
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Los Angeles, CA 

Lina Alta 
Attorney 
Law Office of Lina M. 
Alta* 
Novato, CA 

Elisa Tavera 
University of Houston Law 
Center* 
Houston, TX 

Terence Fitzgerald 
Clinical Associate 
Professor 
University of Southern 
California* 
Los Angeles, CA 

Jocelyn Duarte 
Executive Director 
Salvadoran American 
Leadership and 
Educational Fund 
Los Angeles, CA 

Valerie Hink 
Attorney 
Tucson, AZ 

Makini Chisolm-Straker 
Associate Professor 
Emergency Medicine 
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San Francisco, CA 

Stephanie L. Carnes 
Doctoral Student 
University of Albany* 
Fishkill, NY 

Kristen Boney 
Supervising Attorney 
Legal Assistance for 
Seniors* 
Berkeley, CA 

Areli Gonzalez Lomeli 
Immigration Legal 
Assistant 
La Raza Centro Legal* 
San Francisco, CA 

Chad David Nelsen 
Student Attorney 
University of Denver Sturm 
College of Law* 
Denver, CO 

Barbara Oceanlight 
Sunnyvale, CA 

Dinali Fernando 
Executive Director 
Libertas Center for Human 



Phoenix, AZ Icahn School of Medicine* Rights 
New York, NY Elmhurst, IL 

Linda Early Oscar Tellez Jacqueline Esquibel 
Attorney Volunteer Golden, CO 
Webster, TX UNIRR* 

Chicago, IL 

Gabrielle Ruth Gile Jennifer Rodriguez Peggy J. Bristol 
Sturm College of Law* Executive Director Attorney 
Denver, CO Youth Law Center Law Office of Peggy J. 

San Francisco, CA Bristol 
Oakland, CA 

Susan Anderson Jesus Nebot Sarah A. Blue 
Activist Filmmaker, Human Rights Associate Professor of 
Los Angeles, CA Activist Geography 

Gente Unida* Texas State University* 
Los Angeles, CA Austin, TX 

Joanna Beck Wilkinson Maria Goetschalckx Ashley Harris 
Attorney Sisters of Charity of Seton Attorney 
Law Offices of Mary Beck, Hill* Law Offices of Ashley 
LLC* Newark, NJ Harris* 
St. Louis, MO Raleigh, NC 

Elizabeth Badger Heidi Wascb Catherine Pagano 
Attorney Clinical Psychologist Seattle, WA 
PAIR Project HRC/Refugees Northwest* 
Boston, MA Seattle, WA 

Cynthia Anderson-Barker Michelle Carey Maricela Gutierrez 
Board Member Attorney Executive Director 
National Lawyers Guild* LA Center for Law and Immigrant Rights and 
Los Angeles, CA Justice Education Network 

Los Angeles, CA San Jose, CA 

Erin Meyer Samantha Lorenz Elizabeth Lee 
Attorney Student Removal Defense Paralegal 
Keker, Van Nest & Peters University of San Diego* Catholic Charities of the 

SIJ EAD Letter to Biden administration 

March 8, 2022 

- 12 -



LLP* San Diego, CA East Bay* 
San Francisco, CA Richmond, CA 

Jaspreet Klar Jauregui Maureen McSorley Delaney Swink 
Staff Attorney Attorney Volunteer & Development 
San Joaquin College of Law Law Office of Maureen Coordinator 
(NALC) Mcsorley New Mexico Immigrant 
Clovis, CA Windsor, CA Law Center* 

Albuquerque, NM 

Jasmin Chavez Stacey Moffitt Lucy Morales 
State Director Retired Attorney Program Coordinator 
VirginiaLULAC Kapaa, HJ Worksafe 
Falls Church, VA Oakland, CA 

Cheryl Brierton Marcy Campos Jessica Berrellez 
San Diego CA Takoma Park, MD Gaithersburg, MD 

Charles Brown Quiana Salazar King Douglas Stephens 
Director, Immigration Legal Director of Community Supervisory Attorney 
Program Engagement Catholic Charities, San 
Lutheran Social Services of New Mexico Immigrant Francisco* 
New York Law Center San Francisco, CA 
New York, NY Albuquerque, NM 

Deshawnda Brittney Erin Shea Mccann David 0. Irving 
Chaparro Director of Policy & Senior Immigration Staff 
Staff Attorney Systemic Advocacy Attorney 
New Mexico Immigrant Law Legal Counsel for Youth Worker Justice Center of 
Center* and Children (LCYC) New York 
Albuquerque,NM Seattle, WA Rochester, NY 

Raquel Rubio Goldsmith Jay Carino Carla Law 
Coalici6n De Derecbos VP of Member Services Rural Intake Specialist 
Humanos Assoc for Nutrition and New Mexico Immigrant 
Tucson, AZ Foodservice Professionals* Law Center* 

Glen Ellyn, IL Albuquerque, NM 

Ann Barhoum Monika Y Loya RoopaReddy 
Attorney Attorney Attorney 
Olmos & Barhourn APC Law Office of Monika Y Reddy Mediation* 
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San Jose, CA 

Janet Sherwood 
Deputy Director 
Advokids 
Corte Madera, CA 

Dr. Estela R Garcia 
San Francisco, CA 

Daria Sievers, MSW, LCSW 
Fairfax, CA 

Mary Patricia Carey 
Attorney 
Law Offices Mary P. Carey* 
Walnut Creek CA 

Jeffrey Kuan 
President 
Claremont School of 
Theology* 
Upland, CA 

Karen Brodkin 
Professor 
UCLA Emerita* 
Los Angeles, CA 

KelliAnn M Nakayama 
Senior Philanthropic 
Manager 
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Loya 
San Francisco, CA 

Gloria Jimenez, LCSW 
Legal Services for 
Children* 
San Francisco, CA 

Judy Ovando 
Administrative 
Coordinator 
Legal Services for 
Children* 
San Francisco, CA 

Linda J. Vogel 
Attorney 
Law Office of Linda J. 
Vogel* 
Pomona, CA 

Arthur Rock 
Partner 
Arthur Rock & Co. 
San Francisco, CA 

Carly Crouch 
Professor 
Radboud University 
Altadena, CA 

Janet Brown 
Anaheim, CA 

Robbi Nester 
University Synagogue* 
Lake Forest, CA 
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Pleasanton, CA 

Rohan L San Miguel, 
LCSW 
San Francisco, CA 

Javier Barraza 
Attorney 
Children's Law Center of 
California* 
Sacramento, CA 

Sidney S. Hollar 
Attorney 
Law Office of Sidney S. 
Hollar* 
San Francisco, CA 

Joyce Lupack 
El Cerrito, CA 

Stephen J. Einstein 
Founding Rabbi Emeritus 
Congregation B'nai 
Tzedek* 
Fountain Valley, CA 

Rabbi Michael Rothbaum 
Congregation Beth Elohim* 
Acton, MA 

Elizabeth Bar-El -
President 
Institute of Jewish 



Boy Scouts of America* 
Fullerton, CA 

Alexandra Kent 
Director of Development 
Legal Services for Children* 
Alameda, CA 

Rev. Marcia L. Hoffman 
United Church of Christ and 
The Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ)* 
Altadena+Pasadena, CA 

Gabino Zavala 
Director of Justice and Peace 
Precious Blood Missionaries 
Kansas City, MO 

Joan Harper 
La Canada Flintridge, CA 

Dorien Grunbaum 
Clergy and Laity United for 
Economic Justice* 
Los Angeles, CA 

Norma Corral 
Hollywood United Methodist 
Church, Member * 
Van Nuys, CA 

Linda Valdez 
Long Beach, CA 
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Lenore Navarro Dowling 
Immaculate Heart 
Community-Commission 
on Justice for Immigrants 
and Refugees 
Los Angeles. CA 

Jessica Munoz 
Community Advocate 
Los Angeles Center for 
Law and Justice* 
Los Angeles, CA 

Jay Alhadeff 
Teacher 
Temple Israel* 
Long Beach, CA 

Rev. Frederick A Fenton 
Episcopal Church* 
Seal Beach, CA 

Carolyn Reyes 
Policy Director 
Ceres Policy Research 
Oakland, CA 

Rev. Karen Graham Wade 
Community of Christ, 
Orange Congregation* 
Orange, CA 

Sandra Kroll 
Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Long Beach, 
CA* 

- 15 -

Education* 
Los Angeles, CA 

Julia Dietz 
Attorney 
Jubilee Immigration 
Advocates 
San Francisco, CA 

Rev. David Farley 
Echo Park United 
Methodist Church 
Los Angeles, CA 

Isabelle Gunning 
Professor of Law 
Southwestern Law School* 
Los Angeles, CA 

Sister Diane Jean Smith 
Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Carondelet, LA 
Sherman Oaks, CA 

Michael F Davies 
Los Angeles, CA 

Ellen Obstler 
Petaluma CA 

Lizi Bolanos-Nauth 
Occupational Therapist 
Boulder, CO 



Emma Friaz Gallardo 
Attorney 
Law Offices ofFellom and 
Solorio* 
San Francisco, CA 

Rev. Dr. Sharon Rhodes­
Wickett 
United Methodist Church* 
Los Angeles, CA 

Rev. Matt Seargeant 
Mesa Verde United 
Methodist Church* 
Costa Mesa, CA 

Mary M Martin 
Huntington Beach, CA 

Rev. Dr. Kathleen Mary 
Black 
Claremont School of 
Theology* 
Upland, CA 

Gretchen Korb-Nice 
Attorney 
Seattle, WA 

Rumeli Snyder 
Newcomer Clinical Social 
Worker* 
Oakland High School / 
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Long Beach, CA 

AnikaAkhter 
Los Angeles, CA 

Rev. Rosa G. Manriquez, 
IHM 
Immaculate Heart 
Community* 
Los Angeles, CA 

Jessica Farb 
Directing Attorney 
Immigration Center for 
Women and Children 
San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, San Diego CA & 
Las Vegas, NV 

Monika Lebrecht 
NewYork,NY 

Erika M. Yalowitz 
Juvenile Court Officer 
Arlington Juvenile and 
Domestic Relations Court* 
McLean, Virginia 

Mara Rayen Tissera Luna 
Consultant 
Sunnyvale, CA 

Kathy Karlin 
Immigration Committee 
San Fernando Valley 
Indivisible 
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Mary Ann Gaido 
St Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Parish* 
Irvine, CA 

Angelina R Bustos 
Oakland, CA 

Bob Blair 
St. Andrew's Episcopal 
Church 
Fullerton, CA 

Mary Kay C Wise 
Immigrant Advocate 
Dana Point, CA 

Jay Wilson 
Social Justice Committee St 
Edwards* 
Dana Point, CA 

Rumeli Snyder 
Newcomer Clinical Social 
Worker 

Mary R. Hellman 
JD Candidate 
Southwestern Law School* 
Los Angeles, CA 



OUSD* 
Oakland, CA 

Estee Chandler 
Founding Organizer 
Jewish Voice for Peace, Los 
Angeles* 
Los Angeles, CA 

Stephanie Salguero 
Marketing Manager 
Arlington, VA 

Toni F Stuart 
Retired Episcopal Priest 
Immaculate Heart 
Community* 
Carpinteria, CA 

Chuck Brauer 
Ministry Coordinator 
St. Edward the Confessor 
Catholic Church 
Dana Point, CA 

Sarah Kahn 
Orange, CA 

Corey Negrete 
Walnut Creek, CA 

Rev. Audrey Vincent 
Clergy and Laity United 
Ventura County* 
Santa Paula, CA 
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Woodland Hills, CA 

Virginia Fawcett 
St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church* Santa Monica CA 

Miriam Cantor 
Clergy and Laity United 
for Economic Justice* 
Los Angeles CA 

Catherine M. Gentile 
Member 
Clergy and Laity United 
for Economic Justice* 
Santa Monica, CA 

Roni Love 
Clergy and Laity United 
for Economic Justice* 
Cerritos, CA 

Beatrix Lazard, LCSW 
San Francisco, CA 

Ginger D Moriarty 
Bainbridge Island, WA 

Daneille Stewart 
Director International 
Services 
Heart of Adoptions 
Alliance Inc* 
Naples, FL 
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Rev. Dr. Diana B Holbert 
Westwood United 
Methodist Church* 
Los Angeles, CA 

Heather Upshaw 
Development Officer 
MIT* 
Oak Park, IL 

Mary Jo Dalton 
Clergy and Laity United for 
Economic Justice 
Santa Monica, CA 

Kristin Mateer 
Executive Director 
East Bay Children's Law 
Offices 
Oakland, CA 

Suzanne Darweesh 
Fullerton, CA 

David G Henner, Jr 
Las Cruces, NM 

Debra E Guston 
Attorney 
Guston & Guston LLP* 
Glen Rock, NJ 



Deb Guston Dan Berger Gregory A Franklin, Esq. 
Adoption Director Partner Adoption Attorney 
Academy of Adoption & Curran Berger & Kludt Ashcraft Franklin & Young, 
Assisted Reproduction Northampton, MA LLP* 
Attorneys Rochester, NY 
Greenwood, IN 

Keith Matthew Wallace Guadalupe Hernandez Noe Paramo 
Attorney Guerrero Legislative Advocate 
Keith Wallace Law Office* Head of the Department of California Rural Legal 
Evansville, IN Diversity and Vulnerable Assistance Foundation 

Groups Sacramento, CA 
Secretaria de las Mujeres* 
Culiacan, Sinaloa, Mexico 

Nicole Gabriella Scipione Mike Sinkov Jessica Gonzalez 
Actor/Writer and Volunteer Vice President Staff Attorney 
with Clergy and Laity United First Unitarian Church of Catholic Charities 
for Economic Justice* Los Angeles Communities Services* 
North Hollywood, CA Los Angeles, CA NewYork,NY 

Martha Ibanez Jeremy McLean Emi Cecilia Montenegro 
UC Specialist Policy and Advocacy Paralegal/DOJ Accredited 
American Bar Manager Representative 
Association/ProBAR * Justice in Motion The Door's Legal Services 
Brownsville, TX Brooklyn, NY Center* 

NewYork,NY 

Dulce Guzman Jeannette Elizabeth Huerta Luz Ruiz 
Detained Youth Hurtado Supervising Attorney 
Empowerment Project Legal Assistant RAICES 
Program Associate Florence Immigrant & San Antonio, TX 
Immigrant Defenders Law Refugee Rights Project* 
Center* Tucson, AZ 
Los Angeles, CA 

Kathy Elizabeth Barron John Cavicchia Jaha Thomas 
Program Coordinator Counsel and Pro Bono Children's Attorney 
Asylum Clinic KC Coordinator International Rescue 
North Kansas City, MO Jewish Family & Committee* 
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Nereida Villarreal 
UC Legal Specialist 
ProBAR 
Brownsville, TX 

Rev. Jim Conn 
Clergy and Laity United for 
Economic Justice* 
Santa Monica, CA 

Ramsey Schultz 
Staff Attorney 
RAICES* 
Austin, TX 

Valerie Tavarez 
Administrative Assistant 
RAICES* 
Austin, TX 

Nallyven Leyva 
Legal Assistant 
Florence Project* 
Phoenix, AZ 

Ashley Harrington 
Managing Attorney 
Rocky Mountain Immigrant 
Advocacy Network 
Westminster, CO 

Jordan Golin 
President & CEO 
Jewish Family and 
Community Services of 
Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh. PA 
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Community Services of 
Pittsburgh* PA 

Ramsey Schultz 
Staff Attorney 
RAICES 
Austin, TX 

Lizmarie Mena Feliciano 
Staff Attorney 
Florence Project* 
Phoenix, AZ 

Alysa Marie Medina 
Staff Attorney 
RAICES* 
Austin, TX 

Jacob Ferruzzi 
Attorney 
CAIR Coalition* 
Washington, DC 

Ann Fuller 
Santa Monica Friends* 
Santa Monica, CA 

Denise Rosales 
Staff Attorney 
RAICES* 
Fort Worth, TX 

Gisselle Alejandra 
Martinez 
Legal Director 
Orlando Center for Justice 
Orlando, FL 
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Dallas, TX 

Yvette Chevalier Lopez 
Senior Attorney 
ABAProBAR 
Harlingen, TX 

Celeste Ainsley 
Las Vegas, NV 

Lia Newman 
Attorney 
Phoenix, AZ 

Naima Blasco 
Program Assistant 
Los Angeles, CA 

Sarah Katz 
Senior Attorney 
Kids In Need of Defense 
(KIND)* 
Decatur, GA 

Emma Ryals Ward 
Social Worker 
East Bay Children's Law 
Office* 
San Francisco, CA 

Marjorie Delgadillo 
Manager of Youth and 
Family Collaboratives 
Marin Promise Partnership* 
San Rafael, CA 



Deborah S Gunter 
Pastorate team member 
Community of Christ* 
Orange, CA 

Nadia S. Perez 
Accredited Representatives 
RAICES 
San Antonio, TX 

Natalia Trotter 
Supervising Attorney 
RAICES* 
Corpus Christi, TX 

Anny Caro 
Legal Assistant 
The Florence Immigrant & 
Refugee Rights Project* 
Phoenix, AZ 

Timantha Goff 
Policy and Advocacy Analyst 
UndocuBlack Network 
Washington DC 

Laura Esquivel 
Vice President Federal Policy 
and Advocacy 
Hispanic Federation 
NewYork,NY 

Nicholas Garces 
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Abby Sullivan Engen 
Immigrants' Rights 
Managing Attorney 
Centro Legal de la Raza 
Oakland, CA 

Ann Burdette 
Clergy and Laity United 
for Economic Justice* 
Long Beach, CA 

Lauren Yvonne Jones 
Attorney 
RAICES* 
Corpus Christi, TX 

Shireen Yvette Wetmore 
Attorney 
San Francisco, CA 

Andrea Carlise 
Executive Director 
International Action 
Network for Gender Equity 
& Law (IANGEL)* 
Alameda. CA 

Dana Rubin 
Supervising Attorney 
DC Volunteer Lawyers 
Project* 
Washington DC 

Felicity Figueroa 
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Roberto V area 
Professor 
University of San 
Francisco* 
San Francisco, CA 

Virginia Lewis Dole 
Attorney 
EBCLO* 
Oakland, CA 

Donna Dowsett-Coirolo 
Paralegal 
CAIR Coalition* 
Washington, DC 

Eleanor Ortega 
Sister 
Sister of St. Joseph of 
Carondelet* 
Sherman Oaks, CA 

Diego Ifiiguez-L6pez 
Associate Director of 
Policy and Campaigns 
National Partnership for 
New Americans* 
Takoma Park, MD 

Silvia Hernandez 
Organizer 
SoCal COSH 
Santa Ana, CA 

Susana Beltran 



Attorney 
Immigrant Defenders Law 
Center* 
Los Angeles, CA 

Margie Navarro 
Licensed Acupuncturist 
Vivacity Acupuncture* 
New York, NY 

Diego J Cartagena 
President & CEO 
Bet Tzedek 
Los Angeles, CA 

Sio Bee Cua 
Torrance Mother Society* 
Torrance, CA 

James A. Landrith 
Founder 
The Multiracial Activist 
Alexandria, VA 

James Green 
Immigration Paralegal 
Jewish Family and 
Community Services* 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Alexia Carrera 
Legal Assistant 
Florence Immigrant and 
Refugee Rights Project* 
Phoenix, AZ 
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Chair 
Orange County Equality 
Coalition 
Irvine, CA 

Ashley de laTorre 
Paralegal 
CARECEN* 
Los Angeles, CA 

Matt DeMello 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Give For Her Charity 
Los Angeles, CA 

Jon Achee 
Postulant 
Episcopal Diocese of Los 
Angeles* 
Mission Viejo, CA 

Sue Connor 
Ministry Lead 
Immigration Ministry of 
Mission Basilica 
San Juan Capistrano, CA 

Laurie Ball Cooper 
Legal Director 
Ayuda 
DC, MD, and VA 

Anne Recinos 
Immigration & Litigation 
Counsel 
Asylum Seeker Advocacy 
Project (ASAP) 
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Attorney 
Law Office of Susana 
Beltran 
San Diego, CA 

Janethe Pena 
DC Doors 
Washington DC 

Joanne Lewis 
Managing Attorney 
Connecticut Legal Services 
New Britain, CT 

Eddie Sanchez 
Organizer 
Southern California 
Coalition for Occupational 
Safety & Health* 
Redlands, CA 

Liz Bander 
Legal Guardian of SUS 
Applicant 
Marysville, WA 

Tommie Jackson-Smith 
Shelter Advocate 
Americans for Immigrant 
Justice* 
Lake Worth, FL 

Katherine Brown-Hoekstra 
Comgenesis, LLC 
Evergreen, CO 



Carmen Perez 
Senior Legal Assistant 
Florence Project* 
Tempe,AZ 

John Koeppel 
Law Offices of John 
Koeppel* 
San Francisco CA 

Noelle Lemon 
Immigrant Youth Staff 
Attorney 
RIAS Pennsylvania 
Media, PA 

Janene Reilly 
Attorney 
Tower Bridge Law* 
West Conshohocken, PA 

Drob Liliana Rusansky 
Clinical and Forensic 
Psychologist 
Brooklyn, NY 

Phyllis Schmidt 
Long Beach, CA 

SIJ EAD Letter to Biden administration 
March 8, 2022 

National Organization 

Rosa Mejia-Rojas 
Student 
Oakland, CA 

Abby Frost Lucha 
Executive Director 
Family & Children's Law 
Center 
San Rafael, CA 

Marien Velez Alcaide 
Supervising Attorney 
RAICES* 
San Antonio, TX 

Sara Ramey 
Executive Director 
Migrant Center for Human 
Rights 
Migrant Center for Human 
Rights 

Dr. Paule Cruz Takash 
Board Member 
Casa Libre/Freedom House 
Los Angeles, CA 

Karen Kerry Yianilos 
Attorney 
Law Office of K. Kerry 
Yianilos* 
San Diego, CA 
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Jennifer Carr 
Principal 
Jewell Stewart & Pratt PC* 
San Francisco, CA 

Alicia Horst 
Executive Director 
Mid-South Immigration 
Advocates 
Memphis, TN 

Imani Cruz 
Migration Policy Advocacy 
Coordinator 
American Friends Service 
Committee (AFSC) 
National Organization 

Arturo Lima, Jr. 
Staff Attorney 
RAICES* 
Corpus Christi, TX 

Naomi Ellen Steinfeld 
Clergy and Laity United for 
Economic Justice* 
Long Beach, CA 

Sara Bursae 
Wyoming Free Stress 
Relief Clinics 
Laramie, WY 



Liya Milgram, D.O. 
Family Physician 
Northbrook, IL 

Sister Mary Ellen Brody 
Sisters of Mercy Of The 
Americas* 
Dallas, PA 

Michelle Broussard 
Creative Director 
Los Angeles, CA 

Julissa Pena 
Executive Director 
Santa Barbara County 
Immigrant Legal Defense 
Center 
Santa Barbara, CA 

Karen Murtagh 
Executive Director 
Prisoners' Legal Services 
of New York 
Albany, NY 

Grace Rountree 
Paralegal 
Curran Berger and Kludt* 
Northampton, MA 

*Organization listed for identification purposes only. 

ccs: Ron Klain, White House Chief of Staff 

Sheila Mastropietro 
Legal Counselor, 
Immigrant Children's 
Program 
Church World Service* 
Lancaster, PA 

Sophia Carrillo Dahl 
Co-chair 
Latino Outreach Committee 
for Maricopa County 
Democrats 
Phoenix, AZ 

Rev. Jerald Stinson 
Senior Minister, Emeritus 
First Congregational 
Church of Long Beach* 
Long Beach, CA 

Merrick Garland, United States Attorney General, Department of Justice 
Lisa Monaco, Deputy Attorney General 
Susan Rice, Director, Domestic Policy Council 
Jonathan Meyer, General Counsel, Department of Homeland Security 

A. Ashley Tabaddor, Chief Counsel, USCIS 
Amanda Baran, Chief of Policy and Strategy, USCIS 
Felicia Escobar Carillo, Chief of Staff, USCIS 
Angela Kelley, Senior Counselor, Immigration, Department of Homeland Security 
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U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 

Office of the Director (MS 2000) 

Camp Springs, MD  20588-0009 

     

 

 

 

 

July 12, 2022 

      

                  

Peter Schey, Esq. 

Counsel 

Center for Human Rights and Constitutional Law 

pschey@centerforhumanrights.org 

 

Dear Mr. Schey:  

 

 Thank you for your March 8, 2022 letter to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS).  

Secretary Mayorkas asked that I respond on his behalf. 

 

As you noted, Congress created the Special Immigrant Juvenile (SIJ) classification to 

provide humanitarian protection to vulnerable noncitizen youth who were determined by state 

juvenile courts to have been abused, abandoned, or neglected by one or both parents, and for 

whom it would not be in their best interest to return to their or their parents’ country of 

nationality or last habitual residence.  You further note that these youth have an acute need for 

stability.  For these and other reasons, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) 

issued the deferred action policy allowing for SIJ-classified youth to be considered for deferred 

action and related employment authorization while they await visa availability.  Deferred action 

and employment authorization provide invaluable assistance to these vulnerable noncitizens who 

have limited financial and other support systems in the United States while they await an 

available visa number.  USCIS is also committed to ensuring that petitions for SIJ classification 

and related applications for adjustment of status are timely processed.  

 

With respect to your inquiry regarding Casa Libre v. Mayorkas, a case that you have 

brought against DHS regarding employment authorization and processing times for Special 

Immigrant Juvenile petitioners, we must refer you to our counsel of record at the U.S. 

Department of Justice.  DHS is unable to comment on active litigation.  

 

  Please share this response with the other organizations that cosigned your letter.    

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Ur M. Jaddou 

Director 

mailto:pschey@centerforhumanrights.org
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